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The 2015 ICBND Annual Convention and Exposition with 365 attendees, an outstanding speaker line up, lively 

entertainment and a packed vendor hall lived up to its space theme and was out of this world!  

 

If you were unable to attend this yearõs convention, the two most important parts that you missed (as stated 

by many of our attendees) was the extraordinary networking time with your fellow bankers and outstanding 

associate members AND the closing keynote address given by ICBA President and CEO Cam Fine.  Camõs 

message regarding the state of independent community banks in our nation was both powerful and 

passionate.  He had the attendees standing with applause many times during the events closing banquet.     

 

Another speaker who moved many attendees emotionally was the closing general session speaker Retired 

FDNY Lieutenant Joe Torrillo.  His story of surviving the 911 Attack on America was compelling.  You could 

hear a pin drop during his presentation.  Joe also joined us during our closing banquet and presented a 

heartfelt message on the need for bringing back stronger patriotism in America.  After his short speech he 

presented a very special plaque to Gary Nelson, American Bank Center in memory of his daughter Ann Nicole 

Nelson who lost her life while she was working for Cantor Fitzgerald on the 104
th

 Floor of Tower #2 on 

September 11, 2001.   It read in part:  

 

òShe was a small town girl who set her sights on the world. In Annõs words ð òLifeõs purpose is not to find a 

fun partyéit is to make oneó.  She will always be remembered as exuberant, spontaneous, ambitions, 

passionate and brilliant.  Her life was and still is meaningful, purposeful and joyful and to all who may read 

this, if you live your life in her likeness, then she is with us always.  

 

The ICBND Convention Committee will start working on next yearõs event within the next month.  Our goal is 

to offer excellent educational opportunities not only for presidents, owners, officers and directors during the 

convention but also for your security officers, IT specialist, tellers, operations, and your young bankers 

involved with the Emerging Leaders Development Group.  We hope that we are able to not only offer education 

but a fun networking environment that will continue the òcommunity familyó feeling of our North Dakota 

Community Bankers.  We hope to see you and more of your employees experiencing this great event next 

yearé.mark your calendars now for the 49
th

 Annual Convention to be held August 14 -16, 2016.  

 

Please view the Special Edition 48th Annual Convention Review for all the highlights.  
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One of the many classic quotes from the late 

Yogi Berra was - ñyou can see a lot just by 

observingò.  Well, Iôve seen it all now.  Not 

really, but let me explain.  The end of 

October marks my first full year serving as 

your association president.  Itôs been my 

pleasure.  So, Iôve now pretty much 

experienced first-hand a full annual cycle of 

ICBND activities, sessions and events 

including the 64th Assembly of the North 

Dakota Legislature.  Iôm proud of the work 

we do and the trust our members place in us 

to provide quality and timely products, 

services and advocacy.   Thereôs always 

room to improve and that remains our focus 

moving forward. 

 

We have put together a special Convention 

Edition that has lots of pictures and a recap 

of the 48th annual ICBND Convention held 

in mid-August in Bismarck.  Over 360 

attended this yearôs event enjoying a full 

slate of entertainment, networking 

opportunities and education.  What a 

fabulous opportunity for me to get to know 

you better and put faces to names of those I 

hadnôt met.  Itôs even more fun to watch old 

friends reconnect.  Thanks to all who 

attended.  We canôt thank enough those 

associate members, exhibitors and sponsors 

whose financial commitment and participation 

make the convention possible.  Iôd encourage 

you all to get the 49th Annual ICBND 

Convention on your schedule now.  It probably 

seems like an eternity away, but August 14-16, 

2016 will be here before we know it! 

 

While weôre already into the last quarter of the 

year, please keep in mind that we have a number 

of live educational sessions remaining on the 

2015 calendar including ñSustainable Success 

Thru a Process Driven Systemò in mid-October 

and ñUniform Commercial Code Article 9 

Updatesò in late October.  Our live sessions for 

the year will wrap-up with our Frontline 

Training in early November.  Please check our 

website for details.  Weôre also in the planning 

stages of some new and exciting educational 

offerings for 2016 so stay tuned! 

 

Until next time, please enjoy the beautiful 

autumn season. 

 

 Chairmanõs Remarks 

David Ludwig  
Security First Bank of 

North Dakota 

Bismarck 

ICBND Chairman 

This is my first opportunity to contribute to 

the ICBND Newsletter.  I encourage 

everyone to go through the entire 

newsletter.  It is filled with industry 

information, ICBND activities, educational 

opportunities, news from our members and 

more.  The newsletter is just one example of 

the time and effort our small staff puts into 

everything they do for the membership of 

the organization.  Educational offerings 

include basic skills, mandatory compliance 

and certification programs.   Classes are live 

or through webinars. 

 

We recognize there is a shortage of bankers 

in the state.   The Emerging Leaders 

Program and the Ag School of Lending can 

aid in the education of bankers but banks 

need to recruit at the college level and start 

talking to seniors in high 

school.  Scholarships, part time jobs and 

internships can help create the community 

bankers of the future.  In the last newsletter 

we had an article about our first scholarship 

recipient, Alison Vetter.  We gave her a 

scholarship for our Ag School of Lending and a 

Scholarship for NDSU.  We plan to find another 

candidate or two for next year.  This is our 

attempt to help create new bankers.  If banks 

want to follow this plan with their own 

candidates, call Barry or Wendy. 

 

We have started working on a construction 

lending seminar to be offered in April of 

2016.  We are just in the talking about planning 

stage.  If there are other topics where there is a 

need for training, speak up.  If the staff cannot 

find a course, maybe we can create one.   At the 

same time, I would ask that community bankers 

get involved in ICBND.  We have a number of 

committees, the board and other areas where 

help or expertise is needed.  We have a lot of 

active members.  More would be better. 

 

Barry D. Haugen 
ICBND President 

 Presidentõs Remarks 



 

4 
The Community Banker 

September/October  2015 Issue 

Associate Profiles  
 

Please welcome ICBNDôs newest  

Associate Member,  KLJ  

Vantage Point Solutions 
2211 N Minnesota Street 
Mitchell, SD 57301 
Website: www.vantagepnt.com 
Contact: Kelly Pfeifer, Customer Relations Manager 
Email: Kelly.Pfeifer@vantagepnt.com 
Mobile: (605) 770-5065; Main: (605) 995-1796 
Contact: Natalie Sundvold, Banking Division Manager 
Email: Natalie.Sundvold@vantagepnt.com 
Mobile: (605) 359-2374; Main: (605) 995-1742 
 
Vantage Point Solutions, Inc. is a leading engineering and consulting company serving the financial industry. We are focused on 
customer service and driven by a passion for advanced technology. Vantage Point offers a comprehensive line of customer-
focused, technology-driven solutions from regulatory compliance assistance and security testing to technology planning and equip-
ment implementation. Some of our services are listed  
below: 

¶ IT Penetration Testing and Security Assessments 

¶ Data Network Review, Planning, Configuration Assistance and Troubleshooting 

¶ Data Power Backup Solutions 

¶ Social Engineering Testing and Training  

¶ IT Consulting Packages, including IT Steering Committee  

¶ Access Control and Alarm Systems 

¶ Video Surveillance  

¶ Communication Systems including VoIP 

¶ Risk and Regulatory Compliance Consulting Packages 

¶ Policy Review and Creation 

¶ Audits, including ACH, BSA and GLBA 

¶ Vendor Management Program Review, Creation and Assistance 

¶ Business Continuity Review and Planning Assistance 
 
Our industry experts stay updated on the most recent regulatory changes, significant and emerging IT and security risks, and state- 
-of-the-art technology solutions. We are focused on you, the customer, and we deliver a customized approach to meet your specific 
needs.   Visit with VPS to meet our certified engineers, technology and security professionals and our risk and regulatory compli-
ance experts.  You will quickly understand the VPS difference! 

KLJ  
4585 Coleman Street   Bismarck, ND 58503 
Phone:(701)355-8493...Fax:(701)855-8055 
Contact: Dave Blair 
Email: dave.blair@kljeng.com 
Website: www.kljeng.com 
 
KLJ CyberNet Security Solutions is providing next generation security services for independent community 
banks, through three product verticals; Professional Services, Project Services and Managed Security Ser-
vices. 

http://www.vantagepnt.com
mailto:brad@vision-technology.com
mailto:dave.blair@kljeng.com
http://www.kljeng.com/
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An Unavoidable Truth  
Written by: Camden Fine, President and CEO of ICBA 

series also published this summer features 

a dozen articles, editorials and op-eds by 

ICBA community bank leaders and senior 

staff on community bank overregulation 

and the associationôs proposals to address 

this pressing problem. Titled ñHow 

Excessive Regulation is Crushing Main 

Street: The Inside Story on the Squeeze 

Facing the Nationôs Community Banks,ò 

the articles clearly explain the dangers of 

perpetuating one-size-fits-all regulation to 

consumers and local communities.  

  

 

 

Moreover, all of this highly public 

advocacy outreach happened on top of 

ICBAôs daily advocacy efforts on Capitol 

Hill. These efforts also occurred after 

about 1,000 community bankers visited 

with lawmakers on Capitol Hill this spring 

about regulatory relief and the Plan for 

Prosperity measures during ICBAôs 

Washington Policy Summit, which 

coincided with ICBA saturating the cityôs 

Metro transit system with posters and 

billboards for Community Banking Month. 

 

Yet another election season is approaching 

as Main Street watches impatiently. ICBA 

and community bankers arenôt about to 

stop telling the truth and spreading the 

messageðthe time is now for enacting 

meaningful regulatory relief for 

community banks. Iôll repeat this too: This 

time nobody can say he or she didnôt 

know. 
 

 
 

Camden R. Fine is President and CEO of the 

Independent Community Bankers of AmericaÈ 

(ICBA), a national trade association representing the 

interest s of more than 6,500 community banks.  

FINE  

Points  

Summerôs light is fading over the Capitol 
dome, and the legislative clock is ticking in 

Washington. Preparing for a legislative 

sprint toward the end of the year, members 

of Congress return to our nation's capital 

this month after having heard from ICBA 

and community bankers all year. 

  

The unmistakable, unavoidable truth they 

heard is this: The time for action on 

regulatory relief for community banks is 

overdue. No one can claim he or she didnôt 

know. Thatôs because throughout this year 

and previous ones, while working directly 

with many lawmakers from both political 

parties to craft regulatory relief bills, ICBA 

sent its call for regulatory relief in several 

creative ways in various highly prominent 

venues throughout Washington.  

  

Most recently, ICBA published prominent 

articles and ran eye-catching and to-the-

point advertisements in publications widely 

read by policymakers and members of their 

staffs. In one large ad in Politico, ICBA 

published a list of ñTrue Community Bank 

Champions in Congressò highlighting 

senators and representatives who have 

voted for or cosponsored pivotal ICBA-

backed regulatory relief bills. The message 

is crystal clear to any lawmaker up for 

reelection next year.  

  

Several other colorful ICBA ads published 

last month in Politico spread the same 

urgent message in memorable ways. One 

ad shows a piggybank gripped in a vise 

declares ñOver-Regulation Puts the 

SQUEEZE on Community Banks!ò 

Another cartoon ad of a man strangled by a 

ribbon of government red tape implores 

ñOver-Regulation is CHOKING the Life 

out of Community Banks!ò These creative 

ads and others widely circulated by ICBA 

stand outðand get the message across 

plainly and unambiguously. 

  

Meanwhile, a Washington Times editorial 

 ñThe time for action on regulatory 

relief for community banks is over-

due. No one can claim he or she 

didnôt know.ò 


